CERVICAL CANCER RESEARCH IN KENYA: A MAPPING REVIEW.
ABSTRACT
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cervical cancer is one of the major causes of morbidity and mortality among women in Kenya. In 2020 alone, cervical cancer registered 5236 new cases and 3211 deaths. This study maps out the published research and theses research on cervical cancer in Kenya in order to understand the research focus, trends in publications and estimate the proportion of theses transitioning to peer-review journal publication.
Methodology
PubMed, Google Scholar and African Journals Online databases were systematically searched for publications on cervical cancer in Kenya since database inception to May, 2022. To aid in analysis, the studies were categorized into three groups: laboratory, epidemiological and socio- economic studies. Online digital repositories of 7 universities in Kenya which have been offering health science courses for at least 10 years were searched for masters and PhD theses and dissertation on cervical cancer in Kenya.
Results
249 journal articles and 109 theses were identified. Research on cervical cancer has increased exponentially over the last 10 years, contributing more than half of all publications (78%, n=195) and theses (85%, n=93) retrieved. Epidemiological studies (67%, n=167) were the most common study type and largely employed a cross-sectional study design while socio-economic studies (7%, n=17) were the least common. Laboratory studies accounted for 26% (n=65) of all journal publications. Only 9% (n=22) of all the publications under study covered aspects related to cervical cancer treatment including comparing treatment methods and their effectiveness while 8% (n=20) of the publications covered diagnostic and screening methods. Only 35% of theses transitioned to peer-review journal publications.
Conclusion
These findings illustrate an increased attention towards cervical cancer research. However, future research should be directed towards understanding the socio-economic impact of cervical cancer in Kenya as well as evaluating the effectiveness of different treatments and laboratory diagnostic methods.


