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ABSTRACT
Background
Secondary lymphedema one of the most distressing complication of breast cancer treatment   characterized by lymphatic drainage impairment that increase stasis of fluid in the skin and subcutaneous tissues.  Lymphedema symptoms vary depending on the severity but include swelling, heaviness, tightness, and numbness among others. When severe, these symptoms significantly impact the person’s ability to perform tasks and without treatment the condition progresses with risk of serious complications such necrosis and infection. Globally it’s estimated that 28% to 38% of breast cancer survivors develop lymphedema, the five-year incidence ranges from 43% to 94% that affects one in five breast cancer patients. lymphedema is on the increase in law income countries like those of the sub–Saharan Africa. early and accurate diagnosis is crucial for Propper management of lymphedema.
Objective
Assess healthcare providers healthcare providers competence in management of lymphedema.

Material and method
 Data was collected using self-Administered questionnaires, observation checklist and focused group discussion which all had parameters to assess knowledge and skills. 192 healthcare providers working in cancer centers in five selected counties in western region of Kenya, were randomly selected to participate in the study. They included. nurses, medical officers. clinical officers among others who had worked in their centers more than six months and willing to participate in the study and excluded were those who declined to sign the consent.

Study design

Across sectional study design. 
Data analysis
Quantitative data was analyzed by software programs for social science version (SPSS) 23.1 Data was summarized using descriptive statistics such as frequencies and percentages and inferential statistics to test the strength of variables.
                                    Results
 The results showed most healthcare providers were nurses126(65.5%) and the majority were diploma and certificate holders. One way analysis of variance (ANOVA) revealed that healthcare providers professional qualification significantly influenced higher scores.
 Clinical officers and medical officers scored higher, 76.7% and 69.4% and were 11 and 17 times higher in scores compared to nurses (Coeff=11.6=ci 5,1-18. p value 0. 001. and 17.7, ci=8.2-27.2 p value<0.001) Coeff=11.6: CI=5.1-18.2, p-value=0.001 and Coeff=17.7: CI=8.2-27.2, p-value = <0.001).  Nurses and those in the other subgroups had the lowest scores with a mean score of 56.3% and 57.6%, (Coeff=11.6:cl=5.1-18.2, p-value=0.001 and Coeff=17.7:cl8.2-27.2, p-value=<0.001).
a two sited T- test on the effect of gender showed that males performed better than females
 with a mean score of 62.7 vs 58.4, p-value = 0.071. The 31-44 had overall higher scores than other age groups with a mean score of over 63%, p-value=0.004. Cronbach’s alpha of 0.9011 showed that healthcare providers had an overall agreement that they were knowledgeable and about 70% of the respondents demonstrated good practical skills Cronbach’s alpha values of (0.668, 0.730) 
                  Conclusion
Results show that health care providers were competent but their knowledge and skills were lower than expected
               Recommendation
 The study recommends that training opportunities on lymphedema management should be made available and accessible to healthcare provides to better understand lymphedema management.
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