[bookmark: _GoBack]PRESENTATION AND OUTCOMES OF CHILDHOOD HODGKIN LYMPHOMA AT A TERTIARY CENTRE IN UGANDA.

Abstract
Background and Aims
Hodgkin Lymphoma (HL) is a highly curable type of childhood cancer. Limited data suggest that children with Hodgkin Lymphoma in sub-Saharan Africa have poor survival. We aimed to describe the presentation and treatment outcomes among children with Hodgkin Lymphoma at Mulago National Referral Hospital, Uganda.
Methods
We evaluated a clinical cohort of children with a histological diagnosis of Hodgkin Lymphoma from February 2019 to April 2021 at the Oncology unit at Mulago National Referral Hospital in Kampala, Uganda. We followed the World Health Organisation (WHO) standard of diagnosis of HL and Ann Arbor staging system for staging of HL. Children were treated using the Children’s oncology group (COG) AHOD 0831 protocol. Kaplan-Meier methods were used to study 1-year overall survival.
Results
A total of 23 cases of Hodgkin lymphoma were analyzed. The median age at presentation was 9 years (IQR 5.3-12.8 years). There were 16 (70%) males. The mean duration of symptoms before diagnosis was 12 months. (Use median instead) Lymphadenopathy was the most common presentation (95%). Morphology distribution by H and E showed that 22 cases (96%) were predominantly classical HL. The predominant histological subtype was mixed cellularity 48%, followed by Nodular sclerosing 22%, other histological subtypes were represented to a lesser extent. Immunohistochemistry findings were available for 15 samples. Staging classification the disease indicates a high frequency of advanced disease (Ann Arbor stage III and IV disease) in 71% of cases at diagnosis and almost all patients had bulky disease at 96%. One year survival rate was 80.9%; (95% confidence interval 60.9-100).

Conclusions
Survival among children with Hodgkin Lymphoma in Uganda is progressively improving over the years compared to previous studies. Improved chemotherapy and radiation approach may likely contribute to this success.
