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INTRODUCTION
Eldoret Oncology Associates is a private institution offering comprehensive cancer care. All types of cancer are seen in this facility. It is situated in Eldoret town opposite Moi University School of Public Health education plaza.
BACKGROUND
Cervical cancer is the leading cancer seen in this facility. Patient with cervical cancer experience psychosocial effects. This effect affects patients during treatment and throughout their cancer journey.
ABSTRACT
Patients with cervical cancer experience a variety of psychosocial effects which do not affect them during treatment and throughout their cancer journey.
OBJECTIVES
1. To describe the psychosocial effects the patients with cervical cancer undergoing chemotherapy go through
2. Describe the intervention measures taken to support these patients to cope with cancer
3. Highlight the available resources to help patients have their issues alleviated
METHOD
1. Surveys and Interviews were used to obtain information from patients
2. The participants were randomly picked
3. Consent for participation was obtained
EFFECTS
a. Infertility: those in reproductive age were concerned whether they can have children after treatment
b. Stress: this was observed in patients who travelled long distances. Those with difficulties to pay
c. Isolation: some reported to be isolated by family members and colleagues
d. Vomiting: some feared vomiting experience with chemotherapy
e. Depression: some reported low mood and ended up unable to bear requiring psychiatric treatment
f. Shame: some could not feel free to share their problems as they felt it shameful especially their children and relatives
g. Treatment cost: some could not afford the prescribed treatment a this made them helpless and hopeless
h. Suicide: some patients contemplated suicide
i. Death: some felt death was imminent since they believed cancer was untreatable
INTERVENTION
1. Counseling sessions were planned and patients attended to individually or through group discussion
2. Introduction of national hospital insurance fund is helping payment with treatment cost
3. Formation of support groups where patients share their experience
4. Treatment waivers very needy cases are assisted with treatment
CONCLUSION
Although many patients have psychological issues, there are interventional options to help as mentioned above. This intervention helps cancer patients cope and move on with cancer journey strong
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